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GENEALOGY  AND  RECORDS  OF  THE  PERRINE 

Until  the  12th  century  Surnames  were  not  in  use.  But  in  the  13th  century  tlj  ^ 
began  to  be  more  general  and  gradually  became  in  more  common  use  thereafter,  TL 
name  Perrin  was  well  known  in  several  countries  of  Europe;  in  France,  England  aL 
Holland.  Most  of  the  Perrines  of  America  are  French  descent.  Later  we  shall  see  tl  ' 
the  family  name  appears  as  early  as  1440  in  old  pedigree  chart  of  families  long  domici 
on  the  Islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsy.  Both  islands  are  a  part  of  the  channel  islands,  a 
were  to  the  westward  and  a  short  distance  off  the  coast  of  Normandy.  These  islands  l 
at  various  periods  been  in  the  possession  of  both  France  and  England,  finally  coming  un< 
English  rule  about  1500,  where  they  have  since  remained.  |] 

Pierre  Perrin,  the  Huguenot  Norman  of  French  descent,  a  Protestant,  born  in  ? 
Rochelle,  France.  He  was  the  father  of  Daniel  Perrin.  We  first  see  Daniel  Perrin  0 
one  of  the  newcomers  on  board  the  ship  “Philip”  in  the  year  1665.  Historical  accounts  s  r 
that  the  ship  set  sail  in  April,  1665,  from  a  port  of  the  Isle  of  Jersey  under  the  comma 
of  Governor  Philip  Carteret,  and  arrived  at  New  York  harbor  on  July  29,  1665,  and  v 
married  to  Marie  Thorel  February  18,  1666.  This  marriage  is  said  to  have  been  1  f 
first  solemnized  in  the  New  Government.  The  original  marriage  license,  issued  by  G<  c 
ernor  Caretret,  is  still  in  existence  and  a  photograph  thereof.  It  was  the  beginning  1 
the  official  records  of  the  family  in  America. 

Daniel  Perrin,  with  his  other  companions,  took  up  his  abode  in  the  capitol  of  the  n 
possessions,  which  Governor  Carteret  called  Elizabethtowne  Plantations.  Sir  Geoi 
Carteret,  one  of  the  proprietors,  allotted  land  to  all,  and  the  new  settlers  have  begi  i 
Later  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Staten  Island,  where  he  established  his  home  on  an  eigh  it 
acre  tract  granted  to  him  by  the  English  Governor,  Benjamin  Fletcher.  This  was  on  1  1 
western  shore  of  Staten  Island,  opposite  Elizabethtowne  at  a  place  then  called  Smoki 
Point.  Smoking  Point  was  the  first  point  of  land  extending  out  into  Staten  Island  Soui  j 
southwesterly  from  the  place  now  known  as  Rossville.  During  the  War  of  the  Revoluti 
it  was  known  as  Blazing  Star.  I 


Daniel  Perrin  was  the  first  occupant  thereof  after  the  Indians,  and  subsequently  C( 
firmed  his  occupancy  of  this  land  through  the  grant  from  the  crown.  From  the  offic 
records  in  the  County  of  Richmond,  which  includes  all  Staten  Island,  and  in  the  Secrets 
of  State’s  office  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  we  see  on  March  1st,  1687,  Daniel  Perrin  made  a  mo 
gage  on  this  tract  of  80  acres  of  land  for  the  sum  of  £50.  On  May  16,  1695,  we  fine 
grant  from  the  Crown  to  Daniel  Perrin  of  this  same  80  acres  confirming  him  in  the  f 
possession  thereof.  Marshald  (now  known  as  Green  Ridge)  was  originally  an  old  Fren 
settlement  early  in  the  history  of  Richmond  County.  Between  1680  and  1695  a  Fren 
Church,  32  by  45  feet,  was  built  at  Marshald  on  land  that  was  subsequently  known 
part  of  the  Seaman  Estate.  To  the  south  of  this  church  was  the  graveyard.  Many  of 
gravestones  therein  were  without  inscriptions,  and  early  accounts  say  that  200  could 
counted.  Burials  were  first  made  in  this  graveyard  between  1695  and  1700.  Marshald  1 
northeast  from  Smoking  Point  and  about  three  miles  therefrom.  It  is  possible  that  Dan 
Perrin  may  have  been  an  attendant  at  this  old  French  Church,  or,  perhaps,  a  memi 
thereof,  and  may  have  been  buried,  with  both  of  his  wives,  in  this  same  graveyard;  Ht 
which  facts  cannot  now  be  verified,  as  the  records  of  this  old  chruch  disappeared  long  a 

Remains  of  this  old  graveyard  were  in  evidence  up  to  1881,  when,  the  land  having  be 
sold,  the  remaining  old  brownstone  headstones  were  removed  or  destroyed,  the  ground  th 
being  leveled  off.  The  last  record  we  find  wherein  the  name  of  Daniel  Perrin  appears 
in  the  baptismal  records  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Islari] 
which  show  that  on  September  6,  1719,  Daniel  Perrin  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  were  w 
nesses  or  sponsors  at  the  baptism  of  their  grandchildren,  Willem  and  Daniel  Stilwell,  a 
children  of  their  daughter,  Sarah  Stilwell,  widow  of  Willem  Stilwell.  See  Records 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.) 

Older  members  of  the  family  who  remained  on  the  Island  married  into  the  famili 
of  Guyon,  Bedell,  Mersereau,  and  Vanderbilt.  The  form  of  Perine  appears  to  have  be 


E 
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Francis  Rosteen  Perrine  8th,  born  August  14,  1846,  at  the  Perrine  Homestead;  died 
January  10,  1928.  Married  Elizabeth  Ann  Davison  (Ezekiel  and  Hannah  Rue),  of  Tren¬ 
ton,  N.  J.,  December  8,  1869;  born  October  21,  1844;  died  July  3,  1919.  In  1882  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  Ezekiel  Davison  homestead  farm  at  Perrineville,  N.  J.  His  occupation,  general 
farming  and  fruit-growing.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  and  elders  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Perrineville,  N.  J.  His  w’ife  was  a  member  of  the  same  church.  His  will  was 
dated  June  15,  1926.  He  and  his  wife  buried  at  Manalapan  Cemetery,  Monmouth  County, 
N.  J. 

1  ^ 2 

William  Davison  Perrine  9th,  born  January  6,  ri875,  at  Manalapan,  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.  Married  Catharine  H.  Clayton,  of  Freehold,  Monmouth  County.  N.  J. 
(Charles  H.  and  Elizabeth  Conover),  Freehold,  N.  J.,  February  22,  1898;  bom  January 
24,  1878.  He  lived  on  the  Homestead  farm  at  Perrineville,  N.  J.  Later  purchsaed  a 
^property  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  Employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  State 
i  for  a  number  of  years.  They  are  members  of  the  first  Baptist  Church,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Elsie  C.,  daughter  of  (William  Davison  Perrine  and  Catharine  H.  Clayton),  of 
.  Trenton,  N.  J.;  born  November  18,  1900,  at  Perrineville,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J..  Mar- 
ried  Walter  E.  Harvey,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  October  15,  1921.  Members  of  the  First  Baptist 

,,  Church. 

Wherever  one  or  more  have  settled  we  find  them  taking  places  in  the  pulpit,  bench, 
irbar,  medicine,  army  and  navy,  and  many  professions  and  callings  have  been  represented  in 
bthe  family.  From  the  date  of  these  Visitations  all  arms  duly  granted  have  been  registered. 
zThus  we  see  that  the  warrant  of  the  descendants  of  Pierre  Perrin  to  the  use  of  these  arms 
rests  upon  tradition  and  possession  covering  a  period  of  over  200  years.  In  1935  William 
i  Davison  Perrine  had  a  monument  erected  on  his  plot,  inscriptions  and  coat  of  arms  en- 
d:  graved  thereon,  in  memory  of  his  ancestors  of  the  Perrine  family,  at  Old  Tennent  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Tennent,  N.  J. 

A  boulder  was  purchased  near  Washington’s  Headquarters,  Rocky  Hill,  New  Jersey, 
in  1935,  by  William  Davison  Perrine,  of  Princeton  Junction,  New  Jersey,  and  placed  in 
tOld  Story  burying  ground,  near  Englishtown,  New  Jersey,  in  honor  of  the  Perrines,  our 
♦ancestors,  interred  there,  now  known  as  Hoffman  Hill  Cemetery.  (Recorded  1911  at  New 
■Brunswick,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey.)  , 

Joseph  Perrine,  born  1733,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.;  died  September  4,  1791,  at 
,  Matchaponix,  N.  J.,  who  married  Margaret  McFarran  June  5,  1762;  born  1736,  and  died 
y  1815,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey.  He  was  one  of  the  original  owners  of  what 
pis  now  known  as  Spotswood,  N.  J.  The  entire  tract,  including  Matchaponix,  belonged  to 
lVJoseph  Perrine  and  his  brothers.  This  tract  comprised  thousands  of  acres,  and  was  sold  off 
^n  plats  or  farms  to  later  comers,  and  his  Homestead  is  located  between  Englishtown  and 
ltSpotswood,  N.  J.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Historic  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
,1  Church,  at  Spotswood,  N.  J.,  and  vestryman  from  1768  to  his  death.  He  was  a  Minute 
[Man  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Old  Story  burying 
^ground.  This  inscription  was  copied  from  his  headstone:  “Now  my  soul  knoweth  what 
dto  do.  Thus  shall  I  with  boldness  stand.  Numbered  with  the  faithful  few.  Owned  and 
leaved  at  thy  right  hand.’’  This  headstone  now  standing  and  the  oldest  one  there.  (See 
liber  32  of  Wills,  p.  463,  Trenton,  N.  J.) 

b 

i  John  Perrine,  born  July  15,  1771,  at  Spotswood,  Middlesex  County,  N.  J.;  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  24,  1842,  at  same  place,  who  married  Anna  Anderson  (John  and  Anna  Lloyd),  of 
[^Freehold,  N.  J.,  1793;  born  October  14,  1774;  died  September  23,  1849.  He  was  an  officer 
4>f  St.  Peter’s  Church  at  Spotswood  for  many  years.  A  man  highly  respected  and  was 
ltaroprietor  of  the  inn  at  that  place.  He  and  his  wife  were  huried  in  Old  Story  burying 
ground.  His  will  was  proved  March  7,  1842. 

William  Perrine,  horn  January  20,  1774,  at  Spotswood,  N.  J.;  died  April  12,  1823. 
^Married  Elizabeth  Anderson,  of  New  Jersey,  January  14,  1786;  born  May  3,  1774;  died 
r\ugust  8,  1840.  His  will  was  dated  April  1,  1 823 ;  proved  April  29,  1823,  at  Trenton,  N.  J. 


He  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  Old  Story  burying  ground,  and  the  following  names  mei  r!ra 
tioned:  PUt 


William  Perrine,  born  1815;  died  1895.  Harriet  Baker  Perrine,  born  1813;  died  185  ;ount 
Gertrude  Perrine  Clark,  born  1795;  died  1833.  Margaret  Perrine,  born  1810,  died  182 
Mary  Perrine,  born  1843;  died  1843.  Anna  Perrine,  born  1847 ;  died  1866.  Phebe  Eumc  ? 
Perrine,  born  1809;  died  1811.  Lewis  Everson  Perrine,  born  1839;  died  1839.  Williai  rano 
Edgar  Perrine,  born  1844;  died  1862.  Rachel  Dey  Perrine,  born  1819;  died  1881.  Elmedty! 
Dey  Perrine,  born  1861;  died  1862.  Anne  Perrine,  born  1778;  died  1849. 


E 


On  June  25,  1778,  General  Washington’s  Army  was  encamped  near  Princeton,  N.  '  i 
There  they  held  Council  of  War  among  the  officers  whether  a  battle  was  advisable.  Final] 
all  agreed  to  send  on  five  thousand  troops  under  General  Lee  and  General  Lafayetti 
They  left  Washington  and  his  main  body  of  men  and  came  on  through  Cranbury  to  HaJi  j. 
Acre  and  encamped  on  June  26th  on  a  farm  belonging  to  Joseph  Story,  who  marne  ort 
Rebecca  Perrine  June  4,  1750.  The  dwelling-house  stood  on  a  hill  about  100  yards  ea< 
of  Old  Story  burying  ground.  This  old  Joseph  Story  house  was  one.  and  a  half  stone  } 
high  and  weather-boarded  up  and  down,  and  was  taken  down  by  Benjamin  Mersereau  [a(c 
night  or  two  before  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  General  Lafayette  stayed  all  night  in  t  !  ^ 
house  a  guest  of  Joseph  Story.  John  Perrine  4th,  born  1690;  died  1779.  Brother  jnL 

Joseph  Story’s  wife.  idS 

Henry  Perrine,  born  1730;  died  1816  at  Freehold,  N.  J.  According  to  the  famil  Sf 
tradition,  he  began  life  with  three  acres  of  ground.  At  his  death  his  land  exceeded  on  »" 
thousand  acres.  His  farm  lay  to  the  northeast  of  Freehold,  N.  J.  On  Sunday,  June  2L  » 
1778  the  famous  battle  of  Monmouth  was  fought,  between  Generals  Washington  an.  , 
Clinton,  in  a  field  of  one  hundred  acres.  In  an  adjoining  orchard  twelve  apple  trees  wer  ^ 
cut  down  by  cannot  shot,  and  seven  cannon  shot  passed  through  his  house,  which  stow 

near  old  Tennent  Church,  Tennent,  N.  J. 


rm 


THE  PIONEER  HOME  OF  THE  PERINES 


A  stone  house  at  1476  Richmond  Road  Dongon  Hills  (New  Dorp),  Staten  Island 
N.  Y.,  still  standing  on  property  for  which  Pierre  Bilhou  had  a  Dutch  ground  brief  kefor< 
1674.  The  oldest  portion  was  built  by  Thomas  Stilwell  about  1680,  and  the  oldest  on  th< 
island.  In  1713  other  additions  were  added  to  the  original  dwelling  by  Joseph  Holmes 
The  road  passing  the  Perine  house  is  said  to  be  part  of  the  earliest  white  man  s  path  oi 
Staten  Island.  This  Richmond  road  (now)  and  the  Amboy  road,  formed  the  Kings  High 
way  of  pre-Revolutionary  days. 

Edward  Perine.  born  1729;  died  1779  on  Staten  Island.  Married  Ann  Holmes,  oj 
Southfield,  Staten  Island,  in  1758;  died  1806.  This  old  Perine  house  was  owned  ani 
occupied  by  Edward  Perine  and  his  descendants  from  1758  to  1915.  His  will  was  date 
April  20,  1777;  proved  September  2,  1779.  (See  liber  32  of  Wills,  p.  121,  New  Yorl 
Surrogate’s  Court.) 


ii 
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Joseph  Perine,  born  1759  in  the  Perine  Homestead  on  Staten  Island,  and  which  passei 
to  him  after  his  mother’s  death;  died  1814.  Married  Catharine  Swaime  of  Richmond 
Staten  Island,  September  25,  1782;  born  1761;  died  1845  On  February  22,  1798  he  wa 
appointed  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Richmond  County.  In  M01  he  wa. 
a  delegate  from  Richmond  County  to  Constitutional  Convention  In  1809 
pointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Richmond  Couty  Militia  In  1811  he  was  elected  Cleri 
of  Richmond  County.  In  1812  he  was  elected  Presidential  Elector  from  Richmond  Cou^ 

His  will  was  proved  in  Richmond  County  on  April  18,  1814.  (See  liber  B.  of  W  •  P 
527,  Richmond  County,  N.  Y.  Surrogate’s  Court.) 


ill 
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Henry  Perine,  born  1768;  died  1860  in  the  Perine  H°mest/La7d,  YlS33  Cap 
Married  Mary  Winant,  of  Rahway,  N.  J.,  June  21,  1795;  born  1775 ; died  J 

tain  of  Militia  during  the  War  of  1812,  stationed  on  Long  Island,  and  when  in  Alban. 


generally  used  by  those  of  the  family  who  remained  on  Staten  Island.  About  the  year 
1700  the  form  of  Perrine  appears  to  have  been  generally  used  by  those  of  the  family  who 
removed  from  Staten  Island  to  New  Jersey,  where  new  homes  were  established  in  the  old 
Counties  of  Middlesex,  Monmouth  and  Ocean. 


Pierre  Perrin  1st,  the  Huguenot  Norman  of  French  descent,  born  in  La  Rochelle, 
France,  who  came  to  American  shores  at  a  somewhat  later  date,  presumably  induced  to  do 
so  by  his  son,  and  settled  on  Staten  Island  in  1685  and  died  there  in  1698. 


Daniel  Perrin,  2nd,  the  Huguenot,  came  from  the  Isle  of  Jersey.  Arrived  in  New 
York  harbor  July  29,  1665.  Born  1640;  died  1719  on  Staten  Island.  Married  Marie 
Thorel,  of  Rouen,  France,  February  18,  1666.  Born  1640;  died  1687.  A  bronze  tablet 
to  the  memory  of  Daniel  Perrin  and  Marie  Thorel  in  the  French  Episcopal  Church,  New 
York  City.  (See  records  at  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Port  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  New 

York.)  1  H  '«£•  l  O  O 


Henry  Perrin  3rd,  the  Huguenot,  born  1669  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. ;  died  1734  at 
Matchaponix,  MdidLesex  County,  New  Jersey,  who  married  Marie,  of  Staten  Island, 
N.  Y.;  died  1765.  On  November  1st,  1711,  he  purchased  200  acres  of  land  from  Cor¬ 
nelius  Longfield,  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  on  Matchaponix  creek,  between  Englishtown 
and  Spotswood,  Middlesex  County,  N.  J.  He  was  the  founder  of  Monmouth  County  line, 
in  New  Jersey.  His  occupation,  general  farming.  He  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  Old 
Story  burying  ground.  (See  New  York  Gen.  and  Biog.  Rec.,  vol.  21,  p.  33;  East  Jersey 
Rec.„  liber  c.  3,  p.  258.) 


John  Perrine  4th,  born  1690  on  Staten  Island;  died  1779  near  Perrineville,  Mon¬ 
mouth  County.  N.  J.  Married  Catharine,  of  New  Jersey,  in  1721 ;  born  November  3,  1708; 
died  April  28,  1792;  buried  in  old  Tennent  Cemetery,  N.  J.  He  lived  and  died  on  his 
farm  of  300  acres.  The  highest  land  on  his  farm  165  feet  above  sea-level,  near  Perrine¬ 
ville,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  and  he  owned  land  adjoining  Old  Story  burying  ground, 
near  Englishtown,  N.  J.  He  is  buried  in  Old  Story  burying  ground.  His  will,  dated 
January  24,  1779,  was  proved  April  19,  1779.  The  executors  were  his  sons,  Joseph  and 
James.  (See  liber  20  of  Wills,  p.  404,  Trenton,  N.  J.. 

John  Perrine  5th,  born  October  20,  1722,  in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.;  died  April  26, 
1804,  at  Upper  Freehold,  N.  J.  Married  Mary  La  Rue  (John  and  Scythe),  of  Freehold, 
N.  J.,  June  3,  1756;  born  March  7,  1736;  died  April  18,  1824;  was  buried  in  Old  Tennent 
Cemetery,  N.  J.  He  inherited  the  homestead  farm  of  300  acres  from  his  father,  John 
Perrine  4th,  which  was  located  near  Perrineville,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.  John  Per¬ 
rine  5th  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Spotswood,  N.  J., 
and  a  vestryman  from  1761  until  his  death.  He  fought  in  the  Patriot  Army  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  He  is  buried  in  Old  Story  burying  ground,  where  his  headstone  may  be  seen.  His 
will,  dated  December  17,  1800,  which  was  proved  May  18,  1804,  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  Joseph 
and  Peter,  sons,  and  James  English  were  executors. 

Joseph  Perrine  6th,  born  October  28,  1775,  at  Perrineville,  N.  J.,  died  August  1, 
1821,  at  the  homestead  farm  near  Perrineville,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  which  he  inher¬ 
ited  from  his  father.  Married  Elizabeth  Cook  (David  and  Mary),  of  Millstone,  Mon¬ 
mouth  County,  N.  J.,  April  26,  1797;  born  January  8,  1780;  died  April  23,  1866.  Hit 
occupation,  general  farming,  and  operated  marl  pits  with  marked  success  for  many  years, 
which  were  located  on  his  farm.  He  and  his  wife  buried  in  Old  Tennent  Cemetery,  N.  J. 
His  will  was  dated  April  7,  1818. 

William  I.  Perrine  7th,  born  March  18,  1808;  died  March  6,  1849,  on  the  homestead 
farm,  near  Perrineville,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  which  was  passed  to  him  after  his 
father’s  death.  Married  Sarah  Ely  Forman  (Peter  and  Rebecca  Ely),  of  Millstone,  N.  J.. 
March  1,  1828;  bom  December  5,  1808;  died  November  19,  1898.  Members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  at  Perrineville,  N.  J.  Both  buried  at  Manalapan  Cemetery.  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.  (See  descendants  of  John  Forman,  William  P.  Forman,  1885;  p.  13  For¬ 
man  Records,  Monmouth  Democrat,  Freehold,  N.  J.) 


as  member  of  Assembly.  Sheriff  of  Richmond  County  in  1815.  Member  of  New  York 
Legislature  from  Richmond  County,  1824.  (See  History  of  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  elute  pp. 
155,  156,  1 71  i  173,  Richmond  County,  N.  Y.,  Surrogate’s  Court.) 

Simon  Swaime  Perine,  born  1783;  died  1860  in  the  Perine  Homestead  on  Staten  Island. 
Married  Sarah  Ann  Lake  in  1810,  of  Southfield,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  he  having  inherited 
the  Homestead  from  his  father  (Joseph).  His  will  was  dated  December  28,  1859;  proved 
April  13,  1860.  (See  liber  I  of  Wills,  p.  377,  Richmond  County,  N.  Y.,  Surrogate’s 
Court.) 

Edward  O.  Perine,  born  1792;  died  1818  in  the  Perine  Homestead  on  Staten  Island 
Married  Margaret  Kreuser  Fountain,  of  New  Dorp,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  1815;  born 
1794;  died  1865. 

Cornelius  Lake  Perine,  born  1821;  died  1896  in  the  Perine  Homestead  on  Staten 
Island,  which  he  inherited  from  his  father.  Married  Eliza  Britton,  of  North  Shore;  bo 
1821;  died  1893,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 

The  Perine  House  is  situated  in  Dongon  Hills.  In  1680  it  was  known  as  the  Valley, 
of  the  Iron  Hill,  now  called  “Mersereau’s  Valley.”  It  was  so  named  by  Mr.  Willliai 
T.  Davis,  the  first  life  member  of  the  Staten  Island  Antiquarian  Society,  after  hearir 
the  story  of  one  Mersereau,  who  became  victorious  in  winning  a  beautiful  girl  from  mar 
suitors.  They  had  been  “cried  in  the  church,”  but  a  young  English  officer,  who  had  bee 
favored  by  the  girl’s  Tory  father,  concluding  that  all  was  fair  in  love,  plotted  with 
young  rascal  to  carry  the  fair  maiden  to  a  deserted  hut.  This  old  hut  is  still  standing  or 
the  bank  of  a  “small  run  of  water”  that  flows  by  the  Perine  house.  In  some  way  Mer¬ 
sereau  discovered  the  plot,  and,  with  his  friends,  rescued  the  girl.  The  Lieutenant  wa; 
“properly”  whipped  and  given  a  week  in  which  to  leave  the  Island. 

Every  one  is  attracted  to  this  picturesque,  rambling  old  house.  The  newer  portio 
stands  next  to  the  road,  perchance  to  “live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road,  where  th 
race  of  men  go  by.”  There  are  also  numerous  frame  additions  and  lean-to’s,  all  of  whi 
are  one  hundred  or  more  years  old.  After  the  additions,  two  or  more  families  occupi 
the  house.  There  are  eight  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  with  seven  bedrooms  above;  the 
latter  in  three  unconnected  groups,  each  reached  by  a  staircase  of  its  own.  In  order  ‘o 
appreciate  the  beauty  and  uniqueness  of  this  structure,  one  should  see  it.  The  entran  e 
hall,  with  its  steep  and  narrow  little  flight  of  breakneck  stairs;  the  parlor,  with  its  f 
Jacobean  paneling;  and  on  each  side  of  the  paneling  a  closet,  one  of  which  has  scrui 
edges  on  the  shelves. 

In  the  oldest  part  is  the  “beam”  room,  containing  a  large  closet,  the  shelves  here  also 
having  the  scroll  edges.  Over  this  is  the  secret  closet,  used  for  hiding  the  family  silver- 
silver  shoe  buckles — thereby  hangs  a  thrilling  tale — and  other  valuables.  This  closet  was 
reached  by  removing  the  floor  board  in  the  room  above. 

Staten  Island  is  noted  for  its  magnificent  views — the  Yserberg  of  the  Dutch;  Iron  Hill 
of  the  English — part  of  which  forms  the  highest  land  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  between  Maine 
and  Florida — gives  an  extraordinary  view  of  ocean  to  the  east,  mountains  to  the  west,  an 
soaring  skyscrapers  to  the  north.  Close  under  the  Iron  Hill  is  the  oldest  of  those  quain 
old  Dutch-English  houses  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Staten  Islanders. 

This  precious  old  house  became  the  Historical  Mecca  of  Staten  Island.  On  February 
15,  1915,  it  became  the  property  of  the  Staten  Island  Antiquarian  Society,  later  united  with 
the  Historical  Society  of  Staten  Island,  under  that  name;  and  will  be  preserved  by  th 
Staten  Island  Historical  Society  as  an  example  of  Colonial  architecture.  For  this  purpose 
it  is  eminently  suitable  from  its  associations,  as  owners  or  neighbors,  with  many  old  Staten 
Island  families.  On  May  4,  1928,  a  tablet  was  unveiled  on  the  front  of  the  Perine  house 
by  the  Richmond  County  Chapter,  National  Society  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 

WILLIAM  DAVISON  PERRINE. 


Princeton  Junction,  New  Jersey,  1936. 


